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anyway. Spelling it out lends itself to pitfalls because 
if the law is going to be interpreted, one can't be sure 
of the interpretation of the points involved." 
4. On the proposal for Puerto Rico to reguaate tariffs, 
against." 

6 

5. As for the mnimum wage proposal, the Mayor says No. "We should 
be fostering service industries paying higher wages and 
requiring less capital." 

But Romero endorses the block grants, sayit).g : "I've been 
in the forefront of the fight for block grants." 
He says he told Rep. Clawson that "Marlow Cook is trying to 
railroac this thing through because he is not gettimg any 
money for his work. 
II a I've told Clawson there's no need to rush this thing •• 

thing has more traps than it appears to have. They 
(the Populares) will try to push through something that 
Congres s will r ejec t . Hernandez Colon, unlike Munoz, is not 
convinced that independence is not feasible. He does not say 
so publicly but privately he and his friends say they would 
like independemce. Their stategy is either to get what they 
want or to get such a rejection that would move them close::b 
to independence." 

I asked: are you going to ask for public hearings 
on aLL this?"- A long pause at the other end, then "I don't 
know. We (the NPP) dom1 t want to be blamed for further delay. 
Besides, hearings would just add validity to the proceedings. . " 
Another pause, then:uwe may appeal to the UN with the 
Independentistas against this procedure!" Are you serious, 
I asked. Yes, Re replied. Then he said that regarding 
Mr. Cannon--he will be glad to make a trip to make himself 
available to you. 

I think you are right; there is a need for the task force on 
Puerto Rico that you proposed .. last month. 
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MEETING WITH SAM HALPER & 
G~ HERNANDEZ-COLOIJ 
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Tuesday, July 29, 1975 
5:00 p.m. 
Mr. Cannon's Office 
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Mr. James M. Cannon 
Assistant to the President for 

Domestic Affairs 
Executive Office of the President 
The White House Office 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Jim: 

~~ 
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I have already sent to you under separate 
conver a copy of my recent letter to Don Rumsfeld 
urging him to make the President aware of the serious 
situation prevailing in the proceedings of the Ad Hoc 
Advisory Committee on Puerto Rico. 

I have repeatedly expressed my objections to 
the way one half of the committee has perverted the 
proceedings into an attempt to force the other half to 
submit to a series of objectionable and unilateral 
demands as a means of attempting to legitimize what 
the overwhelming majority of the people of Puerto Rico 
have repeatedly rejected at the polls. 

All of you who have a role in this matter, as 
well as the President should be aware of the situation. 

Very sincerely yo 

A. Ferre 




